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| T 0 T H E 
Mosr REVEREND Father i in E 0 D, 


WILLIAM, 


By DiviN E Praovipencs, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Mk, 
Pairs OF ENGLAND, 


AND. 


METROPOLITAN. 


| May it pleaſe Your G RAC 6 E 


N MoncsrT the many 

Fx Inſtances of Your 

SS) GRACES great Can- 
A) dour whilit You ho- 


noured Your College 
with Vans Preſence on the We 
ſolemn Occaſion, for which we re- 
turn 


"DEDICATION: 


— — — — 


turn Vou our humbleſt Thanks) * 
1 cannot think of a greater, than 
Your favourable Opinion of the 


following Diſcourſe, which now- 
appears in Publick i in Obedience 


to Your GRACE VS Commands. 


The Society eſteem it a great 


Honour that Your GRACE was 
pleas to take notice, witha par- 
ticular Pleaſure, of the Regula- 
rity which You oblerv'd amongſt 
us; and I can with the ſame Plea- 


ſare aſſure Your Grace, that 


it was not Occaſional. I Thank 
Go wearehabituated to a Way 
of Life which makes every one 
reſpective Duty eaſy to him; jaw : 
happily preſerves that Harmony 
and good Nature, which makes 
us a mutual Blelling one to an- 
other. 


Thus 


DEDICATION: 


Tm 


Thus we ha ve gone on 3 
and] hope we ſhall perſevere in 


the ſame peaceable and orderly 


Way, under His M ajtsTY's Go- 
vernment, and Your GRACES 
| Protection; for the long Conti- 
nuance of which we ſhall daily, 
and devoutly pray to that good 
Gop, who has bleſſed us with a 
Place ſo ſolemn, and ſo agreeable, 


for the offering up of our — 


Prayers. Tam, 


7 LORD, 


Your GRACE 8 Moſt Dutiful 
and Moſt Humble Servant, 


Joun GIBSON. 
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Pp SAL. LAXXIV. 10, IT. 


A 1 in thy courts is better than a 
thouſand: I had rather be a door- 


keeper in the houſe of my God, than to | 
awell in the tents of wickedneſs. 


For the LorD Cod is a ſun, and ** | 
the Lord will give grace, and 8 tory. 


DE 8 ＋ has been doubted whether "WY 
y David was the Author of this 
Pſalm ; or whether it was com- 
poſed many years after by ſome 
other Prophet in the time of the 
IJ Babylonilh Captivity. Which e- 


i „ ver it was, the circumſtances 

; which's gave occaſion to it had a near reſemblance: 
and whether it was the former in his baniſhinent 
from Jeruſalem, and under perſecution from Soul ; 


or the latter mourning under tyranny, and op- 


preſſion in a N land; the end and deſign of 
the compoſure is the ſame, namely to ſhew, that 
the greateſt and moſt deſirable bleſling that God 
ke beſtow upon his ſervant in this world was 
A to 


77 


to reſtore him to the ſolemn place of his worſhip; 


the want of which was more grievous and afflict- 
ing than that of any other enſoyment. 

This plainly appears to be the Scope of this 
Pſalm; and if a fingular ſpirit of Devotion, and 


ſome eminently pathetical expreſſions will not 


nt out its Author to have been the man after 


Gods own heart; yet a ſhort compariſon of it 
with ſome others unqueſtionably his, will make it 
highly. probable that it cannot ſo well be aſcribed 
to any other perſon: and that therefore it will 

not be an unreaſonable preſumption to take it 

_- Prgranced. abe d 4, 


And this I undertake with the greater pleaſure 
in the entry upon this Difcourle, becauſe they con- 


_ tain ſuch an harmony of inimitable devotion, ſuit- 


able to this occaſion; and that ſo 'exceedingly 


affecting as is hardly to be met with either in this 
book of Pſalms ; or indeed in any other of the in- 
Thus then our longing Author, looking earneſt- | 
ly towards that only beloved object from which he 

was ſeparated, and driven for a time, begins this 
Pſalm: 0! hom amiable art thy dwalengs thou Lord of 

Hofe ' my- Sod Tongeth, yen even faunteth for the 


Courts of the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out 
$1 Us: "£1 2001 42 5 7 FEE | ,-þ 8 


for the living God. 


Agreeable to this are the charming and melo- 


didus prelades to the 42 and 63 Pſalms. As the 
Soul after 


* 


hart defireth the water brooks, ſo panteth m 
thee, 0 God. My Soul#higftr), for God, far the living 


| God: when ſhall I come and appear before God? 
P. 63. 0 Go, thou art my God, early will I ſeek. 


thee : 


n 


© Conſecration of a Goapet. 7 


the: ſore thirfteth for thee : my fleſb longeth er 
1 — fee thy power and gary as Fg any N FE 
f | | = Sanftuary. | 
RR W. verſe the 4th of this Pham: | Dax or 
j that dwell in thy houſe; they will ng 
the: which lers Beni, Sent * 
of David before mentioned. Becauſe thy loving 
kmaneſs u better than life, my lips ſhall praiſs thee. 
| Thus will I bleſi thee while I live: my Soul ſball be 
ſatisfied: as with marrow, and fatneſs, "ca . moxth 
Hall praiſe thee with joyful lips. 5 
Now ſuppoſing ſuch a harmony of divine thoughts 5 
5 and expreſſions to flow from tlie ſame mind, as it 
is very natural to do; we may conclude them to 
be the dictates of the ſame inſpir d writer. This 
being admitted; I ſhall in order to what I have to 
ooh out from my Text explain, what was meant 
in holy Davids time; and what may be properly ſo 
in ours, by the Houſe, and Courts of God. | 
Nu God being infinite, and immenſe in his 
nature, he muſt needs fill all places with his pre- 
ſence. Thus he repreſents himſelf by the Prophet; 
Am a God at hand, ſaith the Lord, and not a God jer. 23. 23 
Tea off Do not 1 fill beaven and earth? uw the * 
IE 
But though all places are filled with his Ma- 
FE jeſty, yet there are ſome more eminently diſtin- 
guithed for being ſo, and thence derive the ho- 
: nour of being ſtiled the 1 and Houſes of the a 
Nm of Kanye. | 
Such in a peculiar manner is that Manſion i in the 
heaven of heavens, where Angels, and Archangels, 


- Rory, and Seraphim are — miniſtring Spi- 
A ” ts; 


— — — S——_—— — — = 
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— 


rits: that manſion which none cloathed with mor- 


tality can enter; but which in the conſummation 


of all things will become the happy, and eternal 
dwdlliag'ot all hi Saints 
And as he is thus pleaſed to vouchſafe eſpecial 
manifeſtations of his glory where he fixes his 


| Throne above, ſo he has condeſcended to put ſome 


ſignatures of his holineſs in certain places of that 


his footſtool, the Earth below. Such were all thoſe 


ſacred Abodes where from the beginning he choſe. 


to record his name: but none of them were ſo re- 
markable on this account, as that Tabernacle which 
he pitched with the ſeed of Jacob, and Iſrael his 


inheritance. = 


It was that Tabernacle which was built by his own 


appointment for the ſolemnity of his ſervice, and 
which (after the preparatory rites, and ceremo- 
nies which he commanded his ſervant Moſes) he 
ſanctified to himſelf by deſcending on it in a pillar 


of a Cloud, and filling it with the glory of hu preſence. 


It was that Tabernacle, and the hill of Zion, 
that holy ground on which it was pitched, that 
| Daoid ſo longed after, and which he dignifies in 
my Text with the name of the Courts, and the 


Houſe of hu God. 3 
It was there only that he found real, and true 


ſatisfaction; it was there, that the employment 


of his time turned to ſo good an account, that a 
few moments ſpent in praying unto, and praiſing 


God, overballanced, and outweighed more nume- 
_rous hours taken 4 in affairs of State, or indulged 


thy Courts i better than a thouſand. 


even in refined and princely diverſions. One day in 


Nay 


—Confecration = Chapeb. 
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© Nay; 1 much the more truly great did he om 
it to ſerve God, than to be waited on himſelf: to 
_ worſhip the great Creator of Heaven and Earth 
in that beauty of holineſs, than to be honoured in 
his own Perſon. in the ſtatelieſt Palaces: (where 
there was neither fear of his Power, nor ſenſe of 
his Mercies) that he would have made choice of 


the loweſt and meaneſt Offices in the former, be- | 


fore an exalted Station in the latter. He would ra- 
tber have been à dbor-keeper in the houſe of hu Goa, than = 
to have dwelt in the tents of the ungodly. | 
I bis is a taſte, and reliſh ſo ifferent from that = 
which Men commonly have, that I fear ſuch Diſ- 
poſitions, | and Inclinations are very rarely to be 
met with, But. would they ſet God before them, 
as the Pſalmiſt did; as preſent in his holy Temple, ; 
and diſpenſing his Bleſlings to his People: Bleſ- 
ſings which far ſurpaſs the Kingdoms of the Earth 
and the Glory of them, how chearfully and joy- 
fully would thay conclude with him, 0 Lord: of 
Hoſts, bleſſed in the man that truſteth in thee, For the 
_ God u a ſun and a er the Lord will give grace, 
and glor 
. what we may as combartably hope for, > 
anc as certainly promiſe to our ſelves in theſe lat. 
ter days, as David could dowhilftthe antient Taber- 
nacle was yet ſtanding. For as he is not the G 
of the Fews only, but of the Gentiles alſo, whom he 
has graciouſly called, and reconciled to himſelf by 
his Son; ſo lkewiſe tis as true, that we may have 
as holy Courts, and as holy Temples as Zion was, 


when we piouſly {et apart an babitation for the ſame - 


God 47 Jacob, with like Solemnity, and Devotion. 


If, 


} 
13.3 


: 
"> 15 1 ſay, we uſe the like Solemnity; and s. 
tion in hallowing his Sanctuary: forthat theſe are 


mot empty Ceremonies, but a kind of natural Du- 


F preach tate 


ty on our part, and highly acceptable to Gd, we 
may not only learn from: the antienteft Cuſtoms of 
the Heachen, bitt froni hiꝭ expreſs Command, and 
the Practice of the bett ne wiſeft ol his own 
People. in 

I need not divert you unde N of this 
practical Difcourle wich many Inſtances to this 


purpoſe. Tis, indeed, a noble Subject to pur 
fue: but it has likewiſe been ſo frequently, ſo fully, 
and ſo lately treated of by learned Men, that how- 
ever proper it might otherwiſe be at this time, it 


certainly becomes the leſs ſoon that accqunt. Tus 
enough to refer this Audience to Solomon s admi- 


rable Deportment at the Dedication of the Tem- 
ple, wherein that great Princes Wiſdom and ex- 
cellent Spirit appeared ſo eminently conſpicuous, 


that it was no wonder the People, in a kind of holy 


1 Kings Ecſtacy, bleſſed-the Kone, and went ge 0 


. 6. 


ul and glad of beart. 
And to make us who are met ch this 8 


on an occaſion ſo exceedingly delightful as the De- 


dication of this Houſe, truly ſenſible of the great 


Advantages we ſhall reap by the conſtant x DE 


of our Morning and Evening Sacrifice of Prayers 


and Praiſes therein, I ſhall diſcourſe from the 
Words which I have "my for de r N in che : 
| 1 Method, 1 2 217 6 5 


1 o 
” ! De it 


172 | 141 I are G3 


I. I hahe cht 8 and Unoaſinels 


of Life muſt needs be the ground of a = 


e 4% — 22 8 Fa .. 2 2 I 4 
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et and general Complaint to all thoſe who look 
for, and de et cheir Happineſs 1 in this Wore 
Only. N N 1 

II. Offer an Bxpedient t ene and in a 

great meaſute retneve the Evits complaind 

e ora 'Method to lengthen; and Tweeten 
the Portion given us Under the Sun, namely 

a Conſtancy in the publick Service of God, 

which will make one day better than a Phouſand. 
nm. "Con rm, Aud illu rate“ tNe' Certainty id 

Eidegce d. Ol this Expedicnt,: -aule God 1 1 4 

5 15 1 and Hie a, an grveth | grace and glory _ EE 
W. And Laſtly ew how a due Senſe of his 

| et e Gooduels, to us, of this Place, and 
he Happ ineſs we Sw y in his Courts, ö 


01 : ought to 5 in us the ſincereſt Gratitude; 
and 


ow much we are engaged to pour out 
our Hearts before him in the devouteſt Ex- 
preſſions of it on this Occaſion. 


I. Then Lam to ſhew that the Shortneſs, and Ui. 
eaſineis of Liſe muſt needs be the ground of a juſt 
and general Complaint to all thoſe who look for, 
and expect their Happineſs in this Worid only 

For let any Man, ho is about finiſhing wh Pe- 
riod upon Earth, and has almoſt run che common 
Stage of Life, lock back upon his Courſe (with - 


out taking in che Hopes of Futurity) and I doubt 


not but he will pronounte be mrs his ary that thay 
have been 


and evil. 
As to the Meaſure of our appoimed time, the 
Complaints of the ſhortneſs of it, will be found 


Tis 


to be well grounded in all reſpects. 


1 —— 7 

Nh is not only in regard of an endlefs Duration, 
3 and God's eternal Exiſtence, that it is reckoned 
{i mamore inconſiderable than à drop of water unto the 
0 ea, and a gravel ſtone unto the ſand; nay even as no- 
1 Thing; but, without any compariſon; is expreſſed in 
"i Scripture by ſuch Emblems as ſet before us a thing 
Wh, 8 of the man Sure, Hooking, and tranfitaty Na- 
* ä | | ture, F 70 

Our Ae is Gi to be. as it were a n hows our 


a vapour that ee or a little time, and then va- 
niſbeth away. Thiele indeed, muſt be owned to be 
figurative Expreſſions, bur "they are often found 
on to be literally true, and always to bear {ome Ana- 
my loc, and Proportion to the thing it ſelf. 5 
. And yet alas! ſhort as the Race is, the Men Iam 
3 deſeribing have need of patience to fimſh it. For 
tj though their continuance in it be but as a ſhadow, 
1 yet their labour ſeems long, and tedious; it being 
undoubtedly true, that they who are without God : in 
the world can ſee no Good in it. They either meet 
with frequent Anxieties, and Diſappointments 
which they cannot prevent; or make them where 
they need not, and diſquiet themſelves in vai. 
b On But is there no redreſs for this uncomfortable 
"8 State of Mankind, which is thus repreſented ? Are 
| all of us equally involved in this Calamity; and 
are we ſhortlived, and wretched too, without any 
Proſpect of being otherwiſes 
Indeed, were it thus with us Who could refrain 
1 his Lips; 'who would not ſpeak in the Anguiſh of 
1 his Spirit; and plan i in "the. Bitterneſs of his 
16 | | Soul ? . IR o 1 / 97] 03 
= = 4 


days to flee away ac a Tag] and our Life to be as | 
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by But ſurely, God hath not thus dealt with us: for 


ho then ts the man that defireth life, and loveth 


many days that he may ſee good? Fear the Lord, and 
_ depart from evil: it ſhall be health to thy navel and 


marrow to thy bones, Here then our Condition 


brightens, and our Complaints may be ended. 
Thoſe who wean themſelves from the treacherous, 


and deceitful enjoyments of the World, andcome 


— — 


all his Prophets, whom he has ſent to inſtruct us, 
have ſhewn us that which # good; and a way to im- 
prove Life (ſhort as it is, and miſerable as we ntake 
it) into an invaluable, and laſting Blefling. 


Prov. 3. 
7. 3. 


near to the Creator of it, will find this Wilder- 
nes changed into a fruitful field: and thoſe who 
wall with God, as Enoch did, will find the fear of the 

Lord to be ſuch a fountain of life that they need not 


envy the longeſt liver that has been upon the Earth; 


of whom it is ſaid that he lived 969 Years, and 
then med VVfkx 


For as athouſand years with God are but as one day; 


ſo on the other hand, to thoſe who love his Courts, 
and the habitation of his Honour, one day will be 
as good, nay better than a thouſand, ſpent in fruit- 
leſs Searches, and unprofitable Pleaſures. 
And this is not only agreeable to Scripture ; but 
Nature her ſelf has been able to diſcover ſome- 


thing very like it, where her light has been leſs 


obſcured. For thus we find an Heathen Orator 


expreſſing himſelf in his addreſſes to Philoſophy. 
O vitæ Philoſophia dux! Eft unus dies bene, & ex præ- 
ceptis tuis aftus peccanti immortalitati anteponendus, lib. 3. 


Could a Sinners time be ſpun out beyond the 
common meaſure, and were even Immortality 


Ciceros 


Tuſ. Queſt, 


B r 
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” conſiſtent with his Condition, one Day ſpent ir in 
virtuous, and good actions ought to have the pre- 
ference to it. 


H. And this brings me to the Second chang ien 


poſed from the Words, namely an Expedient 
offered by the Pſalmiſt to alleviate, and, in a great 


meeaſure, remove the Evils complained of under 
the former Head; or a Method to lengthen, and 
ſweeten the Portion given us under the Sun, One 
day in thy courts us better than a thouſand, 


And to ſhew the juſtneſs of this Aſſertion, =. - 


will be enough to make out the two following Ob- 
ſervations. 


That the way to has the beſt of Life is to fix 


upon a right Object of Happineſs, and to ende - 
vour after the attainment of it before all other 
things. 


That Gad is that Object and that to fp end © our 


Life in his publick Service, and in ſuch Studies 8 
Aualify us for the moſt conſiderable advantages of it, 
15 not only a great improvement of our Condition, 


but certainly the greateſt tis capable of in thus : 
Word. 


I need not offer any thing to prove the former 


Propoſition; ſince it is a kind of firſt Principle, 
and has never been contradicted. For however 
different the Sentiments of Mankind have been 
about the Greateſt Good, yet they always agreed 
that there was ſuch a thing, and that Happineſs 
was to be had on no terms without it. 


What that is, we may in ſome meaſure learn by ; 


liſtening to the voice of Nature; and we ſhall be 


fully inſtructed, if we are attentive to the Dictates 


ef Infinite Wildom. | Na- 


"Confecration = a — 11 


Nature will confeſs, that however extenſive and 
well furniſhed her — are, they are yet too 
narrow and incompetent to your. full ſatisfaction 

to the defire of our Souls. Enquire of her where 
fhall Happineſs be found, and what 1s. the place 
thereof? The depth will ſay it u not in me; and the 

| ſea will ſay it i not with me, Wherever God the 
Giver and Diſpoſer of it is, there we may find it. 

And yet we need not be ſolicitous to ask, who 
foall go M to heaven and bring it from thence > for he 
is in by holy —_— near unta 1 aue that calleth : 
aon him. 

Could then the Earth open her Boſom, and 
be pour out all her Treafure : were all her choiceſt 
Pearls with her Kingdoms, and the Glories of 
them put in competition with his Service, which 
| ſhould we eſteem the happier Men, the meaneſt 
Subjectsin the narroweſt ſacred Cell, praying un- 
to, and praiſing the Fountain of bliſs, and the 
Creator of all things ; or the moſt potent Mo- 
narchs of the Univerſe, who have him not in all 
their thoughts? Undoubtedly the former, if we 
allow Happineſs, and Wiſdom to be inſeparably 
united; as they moſt certainly are. For what is 
| Happineſs, but a Condition agreeable to the beſt 
Rules of Wiſdom ; and what that is we are taught 
by the Author of it ; who giving directions to 
wandering and W Man, faith Behold the frar job zt. 26. 
of the Lord that ij wiſdom. Wiſdom indeed in per- 
— 71 n hand ape 2 4 
| 4 2 far eee 7 Prov.g. its. 
years þ 19 an d 
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But here it may be enquired, Is 1t fact that reli- 


gious Men live ger e other People? In an- 


{wer to which, I affirm that they do; and that for 


this reaſon ; becauſe the beſt Life is the longeſt. 


Some live a great pace, and by continual Induſtry. 


and Diligence in ſerving God, and a good, 


do really diſpatch more of the true buſineſs of 


Life, and enjoy more of it in a few Years, than 


| ethers do in a whole Age. So that it may be af- 
_ firm of the wicked in general, that they do not 


live out half their days. 


Again to ſet this in a clearer light; let us allow 


the Libertine, and the devout Perſon to number 


the ſame Months, and Years; yet there will be a 

material difference in their Periods ; and notwith- 
ſtanding what is thus allowed, the one may be ſaid 
to live more, and longer than the other. For when 


the former has run his courſe he muſt needs trem- 


ble at his Diſſolution, as only changing this ſtate of 
Miſery for a greater; or at the beſt, and. accord- 
ing to his own wiſhes, to be no more. Whereas 


the latter makes the Grave his paſſage to a new 


Life, infinitely preferable to this; and from ſerving; 


God: in the Tabernacle of Fleſh is receiv'd into 


Temples not made with Hands, and crowned with 


Plal. 23. 4. 


Life immortal. Though he walls through the valley 


F the ſhadow of death he can fear no evil; for thou, 


0 God, art with him; thy rod, and thy ſtaff comfort 


him. 


Who then, that has well weighed: the comfort- 
able way, and the ſtill more comfortable end of 
him that ſerveth God; and compared it with the 
ſhowy, but ſhort, and deceitful Enjoyments of 3 
| that 
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that ferveth him not: that ſees the one ſet like the 


Sun, to ariſe with freſh-Luſtre ; and the other fall 


like a Meteor, and drop into darkneſs ; would not 


pronounce very differently of the extent of their 


Life taken in the beſt Senſe of it; and daily, and 


devoutly pour out his Soul before God in the Pfal- 


miſt's Words, Whom have I in heaven but thee > and lad. 73. 27. 


| there #5 none upon earth I defire beſides thee. 


But without taking in Futurity to our Advan- | 
tage; if we make the Experiment, we ſhall find 


that the Service of God in his Houſe, does in its 
oven Nature afford us the greateſt preſent Good, 


and far exceeds the Pleaſure that can ariſe from 
any other Employment. This we are aſſured of 
from one who made the Trial long before us, that; 
divine Penman, whoſe inexhauſtible Treaſure of 


Piety furniſnes us with ſo many Encouragements, 
as well as ſuitable Expreſſions on this Occaſion. 
Reflecting on his conſtant addreſſes to God, what 


a flow of fatisfaQtion {ſprung from his.joyful Heart > 


Ie u a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to fing Pl. o. 


praiſes unto thy name, O moſt high: To bew forth ty 


loving kinaneſs i in the — ans 77 fauhfulneſs every | 
| night. 


And where was it; I pray; that the good Man 
was ſo ſenſible of this > Had he all this 23 
in holy Exerciſes in his private Retirements, and 
in his own Houſe? Whence then was that diſtin- 


am] and abounding Joy, which he felt in uni- 


rm and common Acts of Adoration? I was glad, nl 2. 
ſays he, when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the __ 1 2. 
of the Lord, Our feet foal fans within «ty h 


n e 


I 


. 8 


"ie was in the ſolemn Places of God's Worſhip, 


: that he found thoſe kmdly warm meltings upon his 


Heart; thoſe Raptures, and ne Eranſports 5 
of Affection. | 


Such devout e was felt, and expreſſed 


. by the Primitive Chriſtians, who were impatient 


for the Hours, and — of holy Aſſemblies. 
The warning Sound was no fooner heard but 


the Churches were filled; the Pavements cover- 
ed& with Bodies broſtrate, and waſh d with Tears 


of devout Joy 


Tears, we know, are ſeldom "VEN on any joy- 


ful Occafion, but where the pleaſing Pathon over- 
comes our natural Powers, and is tranfporting : 


i | energy we alike: aubinſt for God; were our Souls 
oy 


ing, and panting after his Courts, we alfo ſhould. 


be ſatisſted with the goodneſs, and: fatnefs of his houſe, 
and the Joy we felt would be unſpeakable. 


Of any extraordinary Degree of Happineſs, we 


are apt to ſay, it # heaven upon earth; and if that 
Expreſſion can be allowed in any Condition of 
Life, it muſt be in this. And indeed tis no 2 


Saying, or peculiar to our felves; for St. 


long ſince made uſe of it, and much to the —4 


Purpoſe that I have applied it: ExxAyoe b Sages 
miei S. The Church is Heaven among Men. 
Of this every pious Man muſt be ſenſible in ſome 


Meaſure, when in the Congregation his Heart, and 


his Hands are lifted up on high: but undoubtedly 


they muſt have the greater reliſh of this heavenly 
ſatisſaction, who have taſted moſt freely of the 
good Word of God there read unto them; and 


whole Eve are 1 8 to under Sand the wondrous 


things 
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2 of his Law. They who have loved it from 
the Breaſts, laid Line upon Line, and Precept up- 
on Precept, will perceive the word: of it ſweet unto 
their taſte, yea ſweeter than honey unto their mouth. 
SB.urely then it is good for us to be here: to be 
converſant with Meſes, and Elias; with the Pro- 
phets, and Apoſtles, with our Bleſſed Redeemer the 


Son of God, and with our Heavenly Father him- . 
ſelf, who in his due time will make thoſe to inberit bak by: 


all thin nes, who have been always with him. 

And now, ſhould the gracious Diſpenſer of all 
things, put our Condition to our choice; and ap- 
pear to any of us as he did to Solomon in a Dream 
by Night, ſaying, ask what ſhall I give thee, would 


not this be his Petition, and this his Requeſt, One Pf. 27. 4. 


thing do I deſre of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, that 
I 5. awell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of m] 
5 : 


Thus, 1 hope, it appears from hes has been 


faid, 5 the Publick Service of God is a Method 5 


to ſweeten, and lengthen our Lives; and to make 
it ſtill more lovely and inviting let us conſider what 
is farther offered to us in my Text, For the Lord God 
2 ſun and a. ſhieid: the Lord will give grace, and. 
r 
: Which Words are laid down as a Reaſon of the 
Plalmift's giving ſo great a preference to a Life of 
Piety, and Devotion, as a thouſand time, better than 
any tg and from which I ſhall endeavour, as 
I propoſed i in the Third Place to conſider, and il- 
luſtrate the Evidence of it. 
III. As the Sun is to every living Creature, which 
receiyes a kind of new Life and Refreſhment from 


it; 5. 
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- Lxod. 10. 
21. 23. 


Plal. 43. 
„ 


Plal. 91. 
. 
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it; tz 10 1 is God to the Spirits of all good Men; to 
whoſe devout Addreſſes he ariſeth, as that luminous 
Body does, with healing in his Wings. 2 
This is a Light which always ſhines; a Light 
which is not obſcured by any Clouds; but is the 
ſame by Night and by Day, at all times, and at 
all ſeaſons. Whereas if we look into the ways 
of thoſe who neglect his Service; we ſhall perceive 
ſuch a ſpiritual Horror, as nothing can n but 
the grim Shadow of Death. 
Hence the Scripture always repreſents Impreſ 
ſions of Light, and Joy ſtamp d on the Mind from 
religious Exerciſes, and thoſe of Gloomineſs, and 
Terrour on the Souls of thoſe who have fooliſhly 
ſet God far above out of their fight. The path of 
the juſt i as the ſhining light : but the way EA the wicked 
u darkneſs. 
Ot theſe different 8 there was an apt 
Reſemblance in the Iſraelites, and Egyptians : the 
former being cheared with the brighteſt Day, whilſt 
along, and heavy Night overſpread t | 


latter. 


Who then is weary ; of Darkneſs, 


manner to apply for it. Send out, O God, thy light, 


and thy truth; let them lead me, let them bring me unto 
thy holy bill, and 10 thy zabernacles. Then will go unto 
1 altar of God: unto God my exceeding joy: yea, Nen 

the harþ mill I praiſe thee, O God, my GO. 


And as God is the true light which lighteth every 
good Man; ſo he is a ſhield to repel the Efforts of 


his Enemies; and to ſave, and defend him in time 


of Danger. He that dwelleth in the ſecret place of 


the 


d deſirous 


that his Light may ariſe in Obſcurity; let him be 
inſtructed by David, to whom, arid after what 


1 v 


— 


See ee 


the moſt :high, 1he Lord ts bis refuge, and bus firtreſs. 


He 'ſbalt cover him with his feathers ; his truth: Hall be 
hu fbiela, and buckler. Becauſe he bath made the Lord 


has reſuge, even the moſt high his habitation ; tbere ſhall 
no fla him, neither hall am) plague come nigh his 
_ dwelling. Hence he is ſaid, to herb @ good maus games ; 
and to give his Angels charge over him to keep him in 
all his ways, And theſe two valuable Bleſſings of 
_ God's being a ſun, and a ſhield to men of devout 
and religious: Lives, gave juſt occaſion to the fol- 
lowing Raptures of the Pſalmiſt, How excellent it pfl. 36. 
| thy hing kindneſs, O God | therefore the children c 
f mon put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings. 
p With thee is the fountain of light, and in thy light ſhall 
FFC 
* To — our Lives ſtill happier, by our frequent 
Attendance in the houſe of God; our heavenly 
Father has yet more Bleſſings in ſtore for thoſe 
his Children, who love his Habitation. For beſides 
his being their day fpring from on high; their 
Buckler, and their Refuge; he will add grace and 
— 4 ©8d5 4640 % d gas dare, Where by Grace, may 
either be underſtood that favourable Eſteem which 
all Mankind (even wicked Men) generally have 
for Perſons truly zealous for the Lord God of 
Hoſts, and the Sacredneſs of his Altars; or thoſe 
ſpiritual Bleſſings which are uſually diſpenſed in 
the Hoaſe ol N eertt.. 
The Word is often uſed in both Significations 
in the Scriptures; and may, with Aſſurance, 
be ſo taken in this place. For who has ever ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf from 18 Infancy to an affectio- 
b nate 


WO 
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nate DIET after his Courts, and has always hew- 
ed Joy SGT: Gladneſs at every Opportunity of 


_ ſtanding in his Preſence ; but as he has increaſed i in 


age, he has likewiſe increaſed ; in . 1d: in wes 


with God, and with men. 


And this is no erm Favour, that 1 mean, 5 


: Way comes from our Fellow-Creatures ; and ſuch 
as ariſes from the beautiful Make of our Bodies, 


our Learning, undaunted Courage, and the like; 
but is fixed and ſecure ; it grows and [pine 


- from grace into glory. 1 


For it is eſteemd W and glorious to 


be admitted near to the Perſon of a temporal 


Prince, who is only a faint Repreſentative of the 
great King of Kings, (who at his Pleaſure putteth 


down one, and ſetteth up another) how much 
greater Glory is reflected on all thoſe, who are the 


Servants of the God of Heaven, and ſtand con- 
tinually 1 in his Preſence? 
It does not, indeed, always happen that Piety 


is attended with Promotion in this World; or that 
thoſe who honour God moſt by an entire Dedica- 
tion of: their. Studies, and their Lives to his Ser- 


vice are conſtantly raiſed above their Brethren ; 


but it generally proves ſo ; and the ſureſt way to 


be great before Men is to be good before God. 


For how frequently has it pleaſed him on this ac- 


count to raiſe the meaneſt from the duſt, and to ſet 
him with princes, even with the princes of bis people? 
The holy Scriptures abound with Examples of 


this Nature to provoke our Emulation. What elfe 


made Foſeph a Father unto Pharabh; put the Sce- 


= of 1ſfrael into David's Hands ; and 1 4 
5 a- 


. 7 a Thapel.” -0S 


Daniel 1 over the w hole Province of Ba- 

| len? 3s 
But for many ſach, though not equal Inſtances 

of this; we need not extend our ſearch beyond 

the Limits of this Nurſery appropriated to his Al- 

tar, which has not only produced Numbers of 
Perſons qualified for the higheſt Offices in Church 

and State, but ſuch as have ſhone in the mene : 

Spheres of both, eſpecially the former. 
But however it fares in this World with thoſe, 
who delight m God's Service : though inſtead of 
being exalted in the Kingdoms of the Earth, they 

become like the great Exemplar of Devotion de- 
ſpiſed, and rejected of men; or like the Saints, whom 
we this Day commemorate, have trials of cruel mock- 
inge, and ſcourgings : yet ſure they are of a more 
defirable Glory in the Kingdom of God, a Glory 
which ſhall not be done away. For when thoſe that Pan. 2. 
| fleep in the duſt ſhall awake; they that have been thus 
| wiſe ſhall ſhine as the firmament, and as the Kart for 


ever, and ever, 


It was this View which vielded Comfort to the 
Martyrs and Confeſſors of old, under all the Re- 
proaches, and Indignities which. Malice could in- 
vent, or offer; the Aſſurance I mean which they 
had, that this Life ended, God would be unto them an 
everlaſting light, and their God their glory. 5 
Now beit des the regard which is had to Piewia in 


our Days; this their Confidence in the Lord may 
Ukewiſe be ours, if with them we love and wor- 
ſhip the Lord our. God with all our Heart, and 
all our Soul, and all our Strength; and count 
all. things bur droſs C2 indeed they ought to 


2 be 
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_ theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings : who haſt cauſed us to 


be counted in Compariſon of divine Know. 


ledge. | ES 


And bleſſed, yea Gat ever r bleſſed be 5 hidby 


dann O Lord God Almighty! who by thy Grace, 
and the Bounty and Charity of our pions Founder, my 


and Benefactors haſt led us into the right way to 


draw near unto thy ſelf; and haſt enabled us to 


finiſh this thy Sanctuary; where not only we who 
are alive this Day, but our lateſt Succeſſors ſhall 
daily praiſe thee, and lift up their Voice with 
Thanks unto thee ſaying, What are we, O Lord, 
and what j our father s houſe that thou haſt brought us 

| hitherto? O how great 1s thy gooaneſs, which thou 

| haſt laid up for them that fear = which thou haſt 
wrought 12 them that truſt in thee, before the ſons of 
men 


The Sparrow rejoyced i in her Houle, and the 


Swallow delighted in her Neft when they built at 


thine Altar, O Lord of Hoſts! And in what 
Tranſports of rational Joy ought we to expreſs 


our Gratitude, when we are not only admitted to 
dwell there, bat are called, and invited to taſte, 


and ſee the Goodneſs of our God? 


IV. And this naturally leads me in the Fourth 


and Laſt Place to [hew, how a due Senſe of our Hap- 


pineſs ought to excite in us the ſincereſt Gratitude 


to God, and that we ought to pour out our Hearts 


before him in the devouteſt Expreſſions of 1 ” eſpe- 
cally on this ſolemn Occafion. = 
The Enjoyment of all good things i is a Con- 


dition not conſiſtent with our preſent Being ; that 
of 


ett. 


— ͤ — 


of thoſe which are moſt neceſſary, and uſeful, is 

as great a Degree of Happineſs as either we can 

arrive at, or our Wiſhes ought to aſpire to. And 
is this our Cale, and can we be inſenſible of our 
No doubt, but God knows what is beſt for his 
Creatures far better than they do themſelves ; and 
if his Goodneſs has granted that to us, which his 


Wiſdom has declared to be ſo, have we not the 


2 


greateſt reaſon in the World to be exceedingly 


thankful > 


All the Solicitude of Mankind, is either for their 
Bodies, or their Souls: and has not Gods Provi- 


_ dence taken care of us in reſpect of both? He has 


reached unto us by the Hands of our Founder, and 
Benefactors our daily bread: and he extends the like 
Bounty to our Souls in feeding them with fe 


—_ may be filled with the fruits thereof ; and they 
that thi 
freely,” 


In ſhort, we have daily Opportunities of im- 


_ proving every Moment of our Time to more Ad- 


vantage, than many others do a thouſand. For he, 
whoſe loving Kindneſs is better than Life it 1elf, 
is pleaſed to dwell with us, and to pitch his Taber- 
nacle amongſt us. God himſelf is pleaſed to be- 


and each of us may juſtly call upon his Soul, Md 
all that is within him, to bleſs him and to praiſe him 


for ever, becaule the Lot is fallen unto him in a fair | 
Ground, and he has a goodly Heritage. For bleſſed, 


O Lord, is the man whom thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt him 
to 


od conve- 
nient for them. For every one that hungreth after righ- 


rſt may come and drink of the waters of life 


n 
Ys. 


come our Portion, and the Lot of our Inheritang 
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to | approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy Courts: 


he hall be ſatisfied with the . of thy — even 
of thy holy temple. 


According to the Method I laid hon,” L wall 
conclude this Diſcourſe with this appoſite Remark, 
That if the Fews at the laying the Foundation of : 
the Second Temple, which fell far ſhort of the 
Beauty, and Grandeur of the Firſt, ſung together by 
courſe in praiſing, and giving thanks unto the Lord; and 
ſhouted with a great ſhout becauſe the foundation of that 

buouſe was laid: with what greater Degrees of Joy 
ought we to be tranſported at the tiniſhing this 
Habitation of God, which perhaps as far ſurpaſſes 
the former, as that of Solomon, built in the height 
of Proſperity, outdid the beſt Endeavours of the 
returning Captives? Wherefore praiſe ye the Lord : 
for it is good to ſing praiſes unto God ; For it Is en, 


and praiſe is comely. 


And now, O Lord, OY haſt 8 us to build 
this Houſe for thy Honour, and our own Happt- 
neſs, let we beſeech thee thy Holy Spirit ſanctify 
„ 
And thou, O Bleſſed Redeemer of Mankind, = 

who haſt promiſed that wherever two, or three 
are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt be in 

the midſt of them, behold thy Servants, and be it 
unto us according to thy Word. So will we always 
Wow unto thee for thine infinite n N 


we may daily perform our Vows. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God EY Hob 
| Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory in all the Churches of the 
Saint. both now and ever more. Amen. Amen. 5 
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